in  his   attire.   After   the   meeting  he   came
up to me and said frankly:

"Upon my word I was ashamed to talk
about all this beastliness in front of you.
At your place, they say, if a colonist is five
minutes late for dinner you place him under
arrest on bread and water for a whole day,
and he smiles and says 'very good!'"

"It's not quite like that. If I were to
employ such a successful method you'd find
yourself reporting on the Gorky Colony much
in the style of your today's report."

Yuryev and I talked and argued. He invit-
ed me to dinner, and said to me over the
dinner table:

"D'you know what? Why shouldn't you
take on Kuryazh?"

"What for? Besides it's full as it
is."

"Full, is it? We could release a hundred
and twenty places for you."

"I don't like the idea. Dirty work! And
you wouldn't let me work."

"We would! Why are you so afraid of
us? We'll give you carte blanche. Do wThat
you like. Kuryazh is in a ghastly state. Think
how awful to have such a nest of brigands
just next to the capital! You heard me.
Robbing people on the highway. Eighteen
thousand rubles' worth of property stolen
in the colony itself in four months!"
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